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What is claimed is: 

. A polypeptide containing an amino acid 
sequence, which is the same or substantially the same 
as the^mino acid sequence represented by SEQ ID 
NO:24, Jfcs amide or ester, or a salt thereof. 

2. Tn^ polypeptide, its amide or ester, or a salt 
thereof, a\cording to claim 1, which contains an 
amino acid sequence that is the same or substantially 
the same as -^e amino acid sequence represented by 
SEQ ID NO: 6. 

3. The polyp(fiptide or its amide or ester ^ or a 
salt thereof, according to claim 1, wherein 
substantially the a2fi?ie\amino acid sequence 
represented by SEQ IPD ip) : 2^ is the amino acid 
sequence represented s^^^SEQ ID NO: 26. 

4. The polypept\die Y>r its amide or ester, or a 
salt thereof, according \o claim 2, wherein 
substantially the same am\no acid sequence 
represented by SEQ ID N0:6\is the amino acid sequence 
represented by SEQ ID NO: 12, 

5. The polypeptide or itsXamide or ester, or a 
salt thereof, according to clam 1, wherein 
substantially the same amino aci^ sequence 
represented by SEQ ID NO: 24 is thq^ amino acid 
sequence represented by SEQ ID NO: 

6. The polypeptide or its amide lor ester, or a 
salt thereof, according to claim 2, waerein 
substantially the same amino acid sequence 
represented by SEQ ID NO: 6 is the amino^cid sequence 
represented by SEQ ID NO: 47. 

7. A DNA comprising a DNA bearing a b^e sequence 
encoding the polypeptide according to claiim 1 



8. The DNA according to claim 6, wherein the base 
sequWice encoding the polypeptide according to claim 

1 is ^e base sequence represented by SEQ ID NO: 23. 

9. T^ie DNA according to claim 6, wherein the base 
sequence \encoding the polypeptide according to claim 

1 is the bWse sequence represented by SEQ ID NO: 4. 

10. Th^DNA according to claim 6, wherein the 
base sequence^ encoding the polypeptide according to 
claim 1 is th^base sequence represented by SEQ ID 
NO:25. 

11- The DNA 2k:cording to claim 6, wherein the 
base sequence encoding the polypeptide according to 
claim 1 is the base\sequence represented by SEQ ID 
NO: 10. 

12. The DNA according to claim 6, wherein the 
base sequence encoding Vthe polypeptide according to 
claim 1 is the base sequence represented by SEQ ID 
NO: 48 . 

13. The DNA according Viol c^fi.m 6, wherein the 
base sequence encoding l^e Polypeptide according to 
claim 1 is the base sequenc^ represented by SEQ ID 
NO: 46. 

14. A recombinant vector comprising the DNA 
according to claim 6. 

15. A transformant transformed with the 

\ 

recombinant vector according 



\ 

to cliaim 14 . 
uringXthe po 



16- A method for manuf acturing^he polypeptide or 
its amide or ester, or a salt there^, according to 
claim 1, which comprises culturing said transformant 
according to claim 15 and producing tije polypeptide 
according to claim 1- 

17. An antibody to the polypeptide V^r its amide 
or ester, or a salt thereof, according feo claim 1. 

18. A method of screening a compoundXor its salt 



that p r omo tes or inh ibi ts~ t h e~a c t i v it y — o«-th e 

polypeptide or its salt according to claiim 1, which 
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compriselfe using the polypeptide, its amide or ester, 
or a saltXthereof , according to claim 1. 

19- A >kit for screening a compound or its salt 
that promotes or inhibits the activity of the 
polypeptide Aits amide or ester, or a salt thereof, 
according to \laim 1, comprising the polypeptide or 
its salt according to claim 1. 

20. A compc^nd or its salt that promotes or 
inhibits the actVvity of the polypeptide, its amide 
or ester, or a sa^Lt thereof, according to claim 1, 
which is obtainab3\ using the screening method 
according to claim \B or using the screening kit 
according to claim 

comprising a compound or its 
gibifes the activity of the 



21. A pharmaceut 
salt that promotes oj 
polypeptide, its ami' 
according to claim 1 
screening method accordi 
screening kit according 



er, or a salt thereof, 
^ch is obtainable using the 
to claim 18 or using the 
iplaim 19. 



22. A pharmaceutical con^rising the polypeptide, 
its amide or ester, or a sall\thereof , according to 
claim 1 . 

23. An agent for the prevenVLon/treatment of bone 
and joint diseases or pathologic^ngiogenesis, 
comprising the polypeptide, its aimLde or ester, or a 
salt thereof, according to claim 1. 

24. A diagnostic agent comprisin^^ the antibody 
according to claim 17. 




